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agenie 1 prayeth to 
['y [ORE 1 is troubled: 
» bourcand at porti- 
©,M: thew is cal- 
10U te, Father if it 
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Sometimesfor thel; al [tpe: Fd of mans life : : 
Hp bnew that his hour Was come that he ſhould 


art out of this "Worlde vnto his father : 
doh for any oportunirie and fitnefſe of 
T7 the houre is come that we ſhould 4- 
of Neepe. for our redemption drawerh 
he 7 wilex we firſtbeleened, Fourthly, 

for: any {mal! moment, , or inſtant, faire 
ſhorter than an houre,as, when he Gat his 
EO Diſciples as ſheepe among wolues , heear- 
” Aarro, med them with orenes aetfraN 1 henthey 
: © ſealldeltuer you vptake nothought , howe, or 
what yeſhall anſwere, for,vobis dabitur in il- 
ls hora,It ſhall be giueriyou tn that houre, Bur, 
inthis place it is taken more largely, for 
houres, dayes and yeares, and all diſtance 
of time, betweene the firſt comming of 
Chriſt in bumilitie , and his ſecond com- 
-: wing in maieſtic, For fince thisepiſtle was 
RE written, $500, yeares are alreadie _ 
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eof Peter, Tames, | 
, hedra ent'of-repre+ 
"+ honlafrenche breuitic ofthe time » {ay- 
” Mar T4. ing : conkd ye not haze ; Py mee one 


and 
KW Kin toc 
world muſt haue an end? 
- we may bee bold to det 
with indgement and ſobtietie 10 
theiſtate _ tio 
Thall be niade cuid ent, 
God is not now e > {om 


| xF.Cor,r. 
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” | Of theſecond 
Concerning the firſt point, two ſortes of 


meadenic that the worldſhal hayean end, 


* Philoſophersand Atheiſts : The Philoſo- 


phers draw their proofes from naturall rca- 
ſon,the Atheiſts from Diuinitie, both are 
controlled by this place, The Philoſophers 


- argue out of Ariſtotle,thatthe worlde ſhall 


haue no ende, becauſe it had no beginning}; 
that it had no beginning, becau'e it was al- 
wayes in motion; that it was alwayes 11 mo- 
tion,becauſe Ged .in'whom all other things 

bane their being and. mouing, eucr moued 
it for nothing els could be moued by him if 
the world us not,andif he d;d not alwais 
moue as nowe hee doth', he is not conſtant, 
and permanent 1n one eſtate; but ſubie to 
chaunge, which is an abſurditie, and may 
not be graunted, But, becauſe, ſuch curio= 
fitie doth not edific, and 1 am not to play 
the Philoſopher in this place , and faith 1s 
not agrecable to naturall reaſon, I anſwere 
Ariſtotle the mircour of humaine wite, 
not by wittc or humaine reaſon, for that I 


can not, but againſt hum I oppoſe the doc- 


erine of Saunt; Paule : Whereis the diſputer 2 
hsth not God made the wiſdome of thu wor lde 
fooliibneſſe ? ſs2ing the worla by wiſdome knew 
not God in th: Wiſdome of God, it pleaſed God 


ron 2h 


rough. ihe JO. of preaching to ſave . 
them that beleeve, Chinlt Laith, that which ts ton 3," 
fleſh u fleſaly. Ariitor)e,theugh the wiſeſt a- . 
movg the Gentiles, wasa ſenſuall man, and 
therefore. ynderſtood not the things which 
were of God. 

- Icome tothe Atheiſts; which(as Beza x, 
writeth) are in the courts of Princes. OfthE in per. ** 
ſaith Peter, This firſt vnderſtand,, that there 2 Pat. * 
ſnall come in the latter dayes mockers, which 4 
ſpall walhe after their awnetuſtes , and ſay: 


Where is ihe promiſe of his wmng ? for fine 
the fathers (lept , al things ba inued 
«like fiom the firſt creation . ' I the 


wo: dcs, they drawa weake arg t from 

the long continuance of the worlde »' to 

prooue the perpetuitie of the ſatne , and. 

conclude this enthymem t The worldehach 

ener continued alike from the firſt Creation, 

therfore itſhall alwaies ſo continue. T he Ae 

poſtle maketh anſwere to the >ntecedent. 

two manercfvayes. Firſt; hee denieth i 

to be true by a notable inſtance , for once 

(faith he)the world was deſtroicd by a de- 

luge of water, therefore all things have not ,d 

continuedalike fiom the fw{t creation. Se- gg,,,, 

condly , befidey that the long continuance 

of the worlde, iF tt were graunted, were mo 
argument 


Ofthe ſecond o 
argument to proue the perpetuitie of the | 
\{ame;heanſwcreth by adiſhnRiothat this 
long continuance were long in reſpe& of 
men only.& not of God,ſo that theſe 5500 
ycares , which are commenly reckoned 
from the firſt creation vntill this age , are | 
- but as fue dazes andan halfe in the fight of | 
God, a venice ſhorr time , which ſaint Peter | 
95. proueth by the authoritie of the Prophet, 
who affirmeth that a thouſand yeares are 
with God.as ſhort as one day, euen as one 
day with God; is as long asa thouſand years 
with men,. | 
_ - Hauinganſwered the obieQtion of the 
Atheiſfs,the Apoſtle diſputeth againſt ths 
by an argument 4 ſemilf in this maner. Euen - 
4 the old world ( meaning the earth ) which 
was of th: water,and by the water, had her be- F 
ing and continuance by the word of God,and by 
the ſame word of God , and the ſame waters it 
periſhed:ſo the new world(meaning both hea- 
yen and carth) «re by the ſame Word kept in 
ſtore and reſerued to fire. Aſmuch as ifhe had 
faid ; before the floud, the world continued 
long, yetar length it was deſtroyed by the 
ſame thing of whach it confiſted, which was | 
the elemznt of water, ſo after the floud it Yy 
hath contmued longer, yet it is the ſecond 
rime 


comming of Chrifs. | 

time tobe wie cor of the other clement 
of which itconliſteth, which isfire, na 
' the floud had ccaſed,' the Lord 
rainbow for a token of his couenit 

him and v,butin the rainbow are eſp! alk | 
EE Ro bee obſerned two things» the figure”. 

ercof;and the colours whereby it is mac 

viſible vnto out'eies: the figure is like a 
micircle cut off in the middle by 
Zongſo that to our ieht it 
fromthe higheſt at 1eauento 
eſt foundation ofthe earth;tof Gn ey de 
for as much as man which dw int 
loweſt earth,offended him hi 21 11 
the higheſt heauen, Gods mercie pi fon ze 
| ' the clouds, and deſcended from the hi rhe 
heauen to the loweſt foundation of the 

earth vnto the ſonnes of men,. Butthe co- * 
lonrs wherewith it is beautifiedsare princ1- 
pally twozthe one is a Sea-colour,which be- 
tokeneth Water, wherewith it was drow- 
ned, the other fierie, betokening the other 
Etement, wherunto the world vntil the day 
of1udgement 15 reſerued, 

The Philoſophers and Atheiſts beeing 
gainſaid, which affirme that the world ſhall 
never hauc anende: it followeth that wee 
—— the ſecond kinde of men which are 
_ Chriſti- 
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Fy of the ſecond 
Chriſtians,vut of ewo forts, Proteſtantsand 
Papifts, which both expethe accopliſh- 
went of this laſt houre,but erre inthis, that 
they goancther way too far, and ſeeming 
to know that which they know not, enter 
into the ſecrets of God: the Proteitants di- 
retly,andthe Papilts by a neceſſary conſe- 
quent, do define and determine when the 
world {hall have anend. And therefore as 
the Apoſtle ſaith : #ozn inar evpol iyuryhhtnonr, 
when they profeſled themſclues wiſe, they 


became toohliſh , Some Proteſtants hane 


publiſhed a booke greetly eſtecmed of a- 
mongſt the common people, in which is 


: maintayned this argument : That the . 
+ The feebd frime of Heauen mult needes be diflolued 


withina certainty of daies: and the princi- 
pall reaſons. whereby they vndertake the 
proofe of their phantaſics, arc thefe fue 
which follow. 

The firſt is a blind prophefie which they 
father vpo Elias,notread of in the ſcripturs 
but in the Rabbies & Talmud of the Iewes, 
that the worfde could laſt but ſ1x thouſand 
years after the firſt creation, two thouſand 
vnder naturg, two thouſand Vnder the laws 
and two thouſand vnder grace. T he time of 
nature they|define to be from the firſt crea- 
tion 


| 


comming of Chriſt. 
tion toe Abraham, to whom the law of cir- 
cumciſion was given= the tiwe of the law 
fro Abraham to the preaching of Iohathe 
Baptiſt, whych began inthe 30.yeare ofthe 
incarnationof Chriſt : the time of grace frs 
the preachingof John to the day of iudge- 
ment. And(fay they)as Elias liued after the 
farſt 3000, yeares were expired, and then 
was taken vp alwue inhis fierie chariot-(o af- 
ter the other 3000. yeares{hall be accom- 
pliſhed,thoſe that ſhalbefound at that tiwe 
uicke on the earth, muſt beetaken-vp in 
: 6 cloudes to mecte our Sauiour comming, 
to iudgement . Foranſwere whereofs be- 
ſides that they erre in their computation of 
yeares» which is manifcſt to them which 
are conuerſant in the Hiſtories of the bible, 
we vtterly denic,and renounce the authori- 
tic of the Rabbies and Icwiſh Talmud as 
ſuperſtitious and falſe , not ging credite 
| to any thing which is written of Elias in 
| . them, more than may be prouedout ofthe 
moſt holy ſcriptures, and ſo conſequently 
denying that Elias euer writ anie ſuch prc- 
phelic , wee diſplaye the weakeneſfle of 
—=— apm_—_ » in this manner, It js 
a rule Logicke , thad a fimilitude muſt 
not holde in all things, but onely in. that 
whereto 


_ as Paul-write 


By ToegnCa of Henoch, fo thatthe worlde 


.0 f theſe wo; 
mwhaetaitics 


' becaule, as it 4 


b "Hens nina "#6 
, anthe:dead, true it is that 
7 n_—_ 


ec, was lively t 
hatl: be found quitke at 
rope : for, as he-was takeftapalue, 

muſt bes taken"vp aline withont 

caſting of : death; -onely their -corrypti- 
Liebodies beeing chaunged :-but+1t is vo 
god c Hit , either i Logicke or 
| ie,'that bicauſe Elias wasatype of 
chiminthis one thing , therefore as-Elias 
-wastken vp after'the firſt ZOOO. yeares, 
 ithetefore they mull allo be taken vp, when 

the other $000, yeares be ended,” The yn- 
-fufficiencic of this argument I wilt ſhewe 
-:you bythe like; Henoch was a xype of 
. - them whicli ſhall bee found quicke at the 
day of ludgement,as well as Elias, But He- 
-nioch vas taken yp ale; and tranſlated toa 
better life,irthe 987. yeare ofthie worlde : 
 DIfitherefore the former argument drawne 
from Elias bee good; thisallo mult follow, 
that the day of radeement ſhould haue bin 
.nine hundjerl eightie ſeven yeareyafter! the 


ſhould 


Comming of Chrift. 


ſhould not haue cadured in all,two thou- 


land yearcs after the firſt creaticn. Further. 
more, they affirme, that ſome part of the 
laſt thouſand yeares mult be defalcared and 
cut off, for the eles ſake,which 1sa meere 
contradi&tion to that which went beforc, 
for then can not the prophefic which they 


father vpon Elias betrue, that the worlde 


ſhould continue 6000, yeares And this 
defalcation of yeares they proue by thean- 
ſivere of the Angell Uriet, which beeing 


asked whether the time to come were thor , x,4.,, | 


ter then the time paſt ? anſwered 3 5 rt. 
Tine is morethanthedroppes , and _ the fire 
exceedeth the ſmoke , ſo the portion that is 

hath the = Tak Vikewas , in Par 
there is no proofe. of defalcation, for, be- 
ſides that this Scripture is Apocrypha » and 
. therefore no ſufficient proofe , and they 
crrewith the Papiſts , affirming thatr is 


Canonicall: and their arzumentes which 


they borrow of Theodorus Bibliander, a> 
gainſt Saint Terom, a man of greater authos 
ritic than himſelfe, to proue that it is Ca- 
nonicall , becauſe it feacheth the euerla- 


ſting kingdome of Chriſt, the reprobation 

of the Gentiles, andeleQtion of the ewes, 

are not ſufficient proof, becauſe the _ 
B 0 
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 Ofthefecond 
of men do teach the ſame things,wherasns 
workes of menare Canonicall.Eſdras liued 
about  wvea dan after the creation,ſo that 
then the time to come might bee ſhorter 
than the time paſt, without any defalcation 
of yeares or dayes. 

Secondly,they diſpute in this maner : A 
thouſand yeares with God , are as one day. 
But as God labored fix dayes andreſted the 
ſeuenth:ſo ſhal God be in aQtion(asit were) 
for the preſervation of the ſame, and ga- 
thering togither of his Church ſixe thou- 
ſand yeares, proportionably to thoſe ſixe 
dayes,and then {hall be a perpetuall Sab- 
both. And as in time paſt they beganthe 
celebration ofthe Sabboth, at the midſt of 
the ſixt day,making halte holy day , and fo 
laboured the weeke daies but fiue daies and 
an halfe : ſohalfe of the laſt thouſand years 
mult be cut off. 1t ſhallnot be needfull to 
anſwerthe preſumptions of men, which are 
not grouded vpon ſcripture nor ſound rea- 
ſon,but the weaknes of that argument ſhall 
appeare by the like, 1 500.years before god, 
are not ſo much as one hour, For ſo writeth 
the Apoltle;Babes,it is the /aſthoure. Fifteen 
hundred years are expired, & yet the houre 


is not eaded,but 2 4.hours make one day, fo 


that 


ee 


— 


\ 
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| comming of Chriff. 

that if 1 500, years be reckoned but for one 
houre , {1xeand thirtie thouſand yeares are 
[> but one day before god,ſo that,it the world 
continue ſ1x dayes , 1t muſt indure » by that 
computati.n , two hundred and fixteene 
thouland yeares. Thus 1sas good a reaſon 


out o: Saint John , to proue the continu- ; 
| 
| 
| 


ance of the worlde two hundred and fix- 

teen thouſand yeares,as that is out of S.Pee 
ter,to proue that it [hall ſtand 6000.ycars, | 
Thirdiy,thus they coclude:Chriſt wasma- | n. i. 
nifeſted i the fleſh in the laſt time. And, He was hbs © | 
offered once in the end of the world. Put, ifthe © - | 
were the end of the world, the middle was © 
paſt, therefore but 2000. ycares were be- 
hind. Ifthey take the middle for that which 
is entermed:um, what!ceueris betweene the 
beginning and the endinv,as commonly it 
15 taken, then it was the middle immediate 
ly after the creation , and the middle 
ſhall continue vatill the Jaſt conſfumma. 
tion, and, in that ſenſe the middle is not 
yet paſt : but if they take it ſ{tritly , asin 
Geometrie itis dehined : Medium eſt id guod 
<quediſtat ab extremis,that which is of equal 
diſtance betweene the beginning, and the 
ending : if the middle were but then paſt, 
when foure thouſand _ were expired, 
2 it 


«8 | 
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Of the ſecond 

tis a neceſlarie demonſtration, that there 
could bee no lefle than foure thouſande 
yeaxcstocome after Chrittes paſsion , be- 
cauſe there muſt bee as great diſtance of 
time fromthe middle to the ende, as yas 
from the beginning to the middle. 

Fourthly-all the tzgnes and tokens,which 
oo any diſtance of time before the day of 
wdgement, are alreadic come topaſle, that 
now no figne can bee looked for,but oncly 
thoſe which muſt be ſhewed immediateiic 
vponhis comming to judgement. But bee 


| ſides that the accompliſhment and fulfil- 


Rom,1r. 


ling of al theſe propheſies,cannot ſhew vne 
to vs how neare itisto theende , we den'e 
that all thele tokens and f1gnes are come to 
paſle, for there is vet one prophelie to bee 
fulfilled, which is the laſt and generall con- 
uer{ion of the ewes. That they muſt bee 
conuerted, Saint Paule proueth by eight 
reaſons, The firſt is from the end of their 
reietion,which is,not that they ſhould pe- 
riſh,but ſeeing the conuerſion of the Gen= 
tiles,be provoked to emulation, The ſecond 
4 minors, if their fall be riches to the world, 
how much niore ſhall their reconciliation 
belife to the dead 2 The thirde from the 
conditicn of the Patriarch Abraham ou 

tne 


| 
| 
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_ comming of Chrift. 
the firſt fruits be holy,ſo is the lumpe,ifthe 
rootes(o are the branches, The fourth from 
Gods omnipotency which izable to reccuue 
them againe, The fift a veriſimili, if God 
ingrafted the wilde ol:ue contraric to na- 
ture » howe much more ſhall the naturall 
branches be ingrafted into their naturall 0- 
live ? The ſixt, from the authoritie of Efay 
and Tererne, which affume the ſame. "The 
ſeventh, from a diſtinRion, concerning the 


+ G>oſpell,they are enemies for our ſake,but 


touching the cleQion, beloned for their fa- 
thers ſake, The cightreaſon is, ab analogia, 
as the Gentiles were firſt reieQed for vn- 
beliefe, yet afterward recciued , fo, the 
time ſhall come zwhen the reieted Jewes 
ſhall belecue , and ſo be receyued azaine, 
ngj 3: Topo wialles and all Ifracll ſhall bee 
ſaued. 

But, that they ſhall be turned or conuer- 
ted ſo generally, being in number ſo many, 
in places ſo diſperſed,in. religion ſo backe- 
warde,in one moment, or a ſhort time, I 
thinke no man of wdgement will ſuppolc, 
much leſle affirme. 


- Laſtly, Henoch and Elias were the ſc- 


uenth from Adam, Henoch in generation, 
Elias in computation of liues, But there is a 


B3 Pro} or- 


Of the ſecond 

proportion betweene them and the ages of 
the world,for as the death of the body raig- 
ned over theſe {ixe, Adam, Seth, Enos, Ke- 
nam,Mahaleel,Tared, but the ſeuenth which 
was Henoch » neucr died , but was tranſla«- 
ted , and likewiſe in computation of l:uess 
Adam lied vnto Methuiaiem , Methufa- 
lem vnto Sem, Sem vnto Jacob , Jacob vn- 
to Amram, Amram vato Ahtia, Ahia vn- 
to Elias, which being the {euenth died not, 
but was taken vppe; ſo death muſt reigne 
oner the world tixe thouſand yeares, and 
then ſhall bec cuerlaſting life. Butzto this, 
and ſuch hke , their preſumptiors, and hu- 
maine comectutes , becauſe they vrge vs 
with the anfwere of the Angell vUrie/ , 1 
will refute them with the anſwere of the 
ſame Angel inthe ſame place, Feigh me the 
2o£14-4 wWer:hit of the fire meaſure the blaſt of the wind, 
or call againe the day that is pet , but if no 
*man born? can doe thgt, howe ſhall thy veſſe!l 
be able to comprehende the Wayes of the ma? 

bigheſt? 

The Papiſts, not direiy , butty a ne- 
ceſſarie colequent,tuke yponthern to point 
at,not onely the yeare , but rather the day 
and noure of the laſt tudgement. For San- 


ders in one of his demonſtrations, holdeth 
that 
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comming of Chriſt, 
that Antichriſt after hee is reueled muſt 
rcjzne but thiee yeares and fixe monethes, 
and then be deſtroyed fortie 2nd five dayes 
before the comming of Chriſt, which, if it 
were true» Antichriſt becing once reuca- 
led , it were no cunning to define the 
day and houre of the appearance of our 
Saujour Chriſt, which is a ſecrete » not re- 
uealed to the Angels in hcauen , This 
doctrine refuteth it felte, therefore I let it 


paſle, and come to the third poynt, which 


thewcth howe farre wee may be bolde to 
determine oftac propinquitic and neernes 
ofthe appearance of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
The Angell Yriel ſayeth to Efdrass 
If I ſpoulde ake thee hawe deepe dwellinges 
ar? in the middeſt of the Sea, or how great 
Springes are in the beginning of the depth , 
ar the ſtretching ont of the Heauen, or which 
ere the borders of Paradiſe , peraduenture 
thou wouldeſt ſay to mee ; I ncaer went 
downe to the deepe, I neuer deſcended 
downe into Hell, nor clym:d vppe into Hed- 
en: but nowe, I asked thee of fire and wind, 
and of the day whereby thou haſt paſſed, 
and from whrnce thou canft not bee ſepara- 
ted, and yet thou canſt giue me no aunſivere 
of them, Howe then ſhall thy veſſell bee able 
Þ 4 to 
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Of the ſecond 

to comprehend the wayes of the higheſt? Why 
thould fooliſh man, wauich is made ofthe 
baſeſt mould enter into the ſecretes of his 
God , who i weſe in heart, mightie in 
ſtrength , who remoueth the earthout of her 
place, cauſeth the pillars thereof toſhake, com. 
maundeth the ſunne and it riſeth not, cloſeth vp 
the ſlarres as vnder a ſiguct,createth Arfturus, 
Orion > 4nd Pleiades, and the climates of the 
South,ſpreadeth out the heauens,walketh on the 
height of the Sea , Whoſe perfefion is higher 
than heauen ,dceper than hell. longer than the 
earth,broder than the Sca,Qur ſaujour Chriſt 
faith : 3Yatch ye therefore, becauſe ye know not 
what houre your Maiſter will come : And to 
that ende may we not knowe, becauſe wee 
ſhonld alwayes watch , We aretaught by 
the Scriptures, that God hath two bookes, 
and both of them are written for vsto read, 
and inthoſe bookes are contained al things 
concerning this argument, which are cither 
conuenient for vs to knowe, or lawfull for 
vs toſearch, The one 1s the booke of grace, 
which 15 the volume of the olde and newe 
Teſtament , though cuer lyinsz oper, yet 
ſealed vp to many wiſe, learn, and diſ- 
creete men of the world, becauſe reading 
they vnderſtand not, for, they readas did 

| the 
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the Eunuch the propheſic ear » butit is Atts8 
very caſte to be vnderſtoode of all belee-=  * 
uers,for whoſe ſaluation it waS written by 
the holy Ghoſt, which is the finger of gods Fxod.8. 
hand. The other is the booke of nature, 
that great frame and engine of the worlde, 
alwayes lying open to the view of naturall 
men, and never ſhut vp , becauſe it z5 no- ['Y 
thing elſe, but epiſfola ſcripts ad humanum ( 
genus, along letteror a large epiſtle writ- 
ten,not to the faithfull onely,but to al man- 
kind, to all which bee 1]luminatcd by the 
light of nature, not ſuchaletter as is ſcaled 
vp with his privic ſignet Mult? vocati, pau- 
_ cfelefti, many are called and few are choſen, 
and ſolus dens nouit ſuos, only God knoweth 
þi5; but his letters patents, wherein is writ- 
ten, Domini eſtterra &x plenitudoeins , the 
earth is the Lorces and all that thercin is, 
and Quid oft homo quod mrmor es illtus? what 
15 man that thou art ſo mindefull of him 2 
alwayes lying open that eucry man may 
read, and written in folo, that ſtanding a 
far off they may readeand in great capital 
letters.that running they may reade, And 
*Vpon more than we can finde writtezr in 
theſe two bookes , wee may not preſume. 
\ Butas forthe third Looke which is called 
; the 


Matr. 26 
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the booke of life, and the booke ſealed vp 
with ſcuen ſeales, which is the iſecrete wijl 
of God,it is not reuealed to Angels, much 
lefſe to men:in that booke are written ods 
ſecret counſels, concerning the election of 
Iacob,and reprobation of Eſau, the calling 
of the Gentites, and rcicing of the Tewes, 
which go beyond the capacitie of man, and 
finallic of this lait and dreadfuilindgement, 
the time whercof the Apoſlies deſired to 
knowe , but no dircfter auniwere was gi- 
nen them than this : Of the day and houre f 
hnoweth no man, © : And. it is not for you | 
to knowe the times and ſeaſons which the 
Father hath appoynted in his owne power. 
Daniel defired to knowe, but it was Cude '\ 
vato him : But thou, O Dani'l ſout vp the 
wordes and ſeale vp the Booke till the ende of 
the time, | 
Nowe out of the booke of nature, con- 
cernins this time, though we cannot d1{{1- 
pher vnto you the houre , day > moneth or 
veare,becauſe 1t is not there renealed, vet in 
that booke we do read that it is very neare. 
For, nature bezinneth generally to inter- 
mit her woonted courſe, the motner Elc.. 
ments of the woarlde , whereof things in 1 
this lower w.rld arc made, doe loole their | 
qual- S 
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comming of Chriſt. 
qualities and natural vigour which they 
had befcre, the Starres and Planets of hea- 
ven waxe dimmeand olde, not ſo well a- 
ble to preſerue cur earthly bedees , the cex 
leſtiall ſpheres bee almoſt wearie of their 


woonted motions and regular volubilitie, | 
the prince of the tghts of Heaven , which Plal.rg 


before came as a biid2groome trimmed 
out of his chamber dooth not looke vppon 
vs with ſo cheareful! an a{pect,and that gi- 
an?, which before did runne his vawea- 
ried race, dooth as it were by a langui- 
ſhing faintneſle beginne to {tand and reſt 
himlſelfe, thetimes and ſeaſons of the yeare 
doc blend themſelues with diſordered and 
confuſed mixture, the windes are ina rea- 
dineſle to breath out their laſt gaſpe, our 
mother the earth defeated of that aboun- 
dance of heauenly influence which at che 
fiſt thee had, is out of keart , waxeth bar- 
rcn and dead like the wore of Sara : the 


herbes and ſimples which are appointed Sen:1x 
for medicines for mans bodice, have almoſt Rome4 


loſt their operation and vertue, and inan 
himſclfe , whom ail theſe things do ſcrue, 
15 of lower ſtature , lefle ſtrength , ſhor- 
tcr life than at the farſt he was, fo tnat there 


| 152 general decay of natrircs, and in euerie 
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ſeafe of that booke it is written, that the 
frame of that keauenly arch erected oucr 
our heads mult very ſhortly loſe & difſolue 
it ſcife. In the other booke,which is the ho- 
ly Bible, are many propheſics concerning 
| that laſt houre,and allthe ſignes and tokens 
which in theſe propheſics are foretold to go 
any diſtance oftime before the day of tudg- 
mentare already come to paſlle , onely one 
excepted, which is the laſt and generall 
vocation of the Iewes, which when, and in 
how ſhort ſpace it ſhalbe fulfilled,the Lord 
onely in his wiſdome knoweth. But among 
all thoſe tokens:this 1s principally to be no- 


ted, which Chriſt foretold . As the dayes of 


Noh were,ſo ſhal the comming of the ſon of ma 
be,:In the daies of Noah I note two things, 
firlt,vreat oppreſsi6, in that there were gj- 
ants vpon the carth,ſeconaly,a genera] cor- 
ruption of all fleſh, inſomuch that God re- 
pented him that he had made man vp6 the 
carth,and he was ſory in his heart. And by 
that propheſie it is plaine, that the ſonne of 
man now ſtandeth knocking at our doores, 
becauſe the like times to the daies of Noah 


arc come againe. Touching the firſt,the gi- - 


ants are nowe more in number, prouder in 
heart, lofticrin their lookes({touter in their 
catc 
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zatc and pace, than they were in the dayes 
of Noah:for almoſt eucry rich man is a gy- 
ant in the place where he dwelleth, The 
potters veſlell ſaid to the brazen caldron» 
Tue mihi vicinitas non placet ſoror: I will not 
come nigh thee for feare ofa knocke , nei- 
ther dareth the poore man dwell by the 
rich for feare ofa check,It is not ſafe for the 

oore man to cotend with the rich though 
is cauſe be good-no more than it is for the 
earthen pitcher to iuſtle with the brazen 
cauldron ſwimming down the ſtreame, leſt 
itbe broken all to potſherds. Better it is to 
loſe his right, with peace and quietnes. Re- 
portis made of an Emperor which deſired 
to marry his owne daughter, he asked coun- 
{cll ofthe lawyers, whether the marriage 
were lawfull or not? they aunſwered , that 
they knew no law 1n particular which al- 
loweth a father to marry his daughter, bue 
reuerthelefle they had found out a law in 
generall which would permit the ſame, be- 
cauſe euery mighty ma might do what him 
liſted, I wiſh that all men to whs the ford 
of juſtice is committed » wou!d remember 


* the propheſic of the poet Chaucer, 


When faith failes in in prieſts ſawes, 
And Lords hefts are holden for lawes, 
And 
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And robverie holden purchaſe, 

And lecheriets holden ſolace, 

 Thenſball the lond of Albion, 

Be brought to great : onfuſton. 
We rcade ot Nimrod which was a great 
hunter vpon the earth. But I feare leaſt in 
our dayes,in ſtead of that one, we have ma- 
ny Nimrods, which hunt as the Lion did 
with foxes and afſes, which when they had 
taken their prey, the Lion becing able by 
force totake all to him(ſelfe,woulde ſeeme 
veric 1ſt, and take no more than by right 
was due vnto him, and toimpart the reſt 
to his fellow hunters. Wherefore, becauſe 
It isa rule : Cuins eſtpartitio, eins non eſt = 
edi: The ſame may not bee botha dis. 
uider and a chooſer, he cauſed the Afle 
todiuide the ſpoyie. The Aﬀle like a fim- 
ple animaiz as an Alle would doe, dinided 
1t veric iultly into three equal] portions, 
the Lion miſliking the d1ujhon, tore the 
Aſle in pceces, then he bid the Fox mend 
the diuifion; the Foxe allotted the grea- 
teſt part tothe Lior, and little or nothing 
to himſelfe:whereupon, the Fox was com- 
mended to be the be{t geometrician. As for 


| the ſecond,Ged may now repent him,as he 


did in the dayes of Noah, that hee made 
mag 
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anan vppon the earth,for the propheſie of |, ©. .. 
Chriſt is fulfilled : Charitie waxerh colde, ,,. 4 
iniquiticdoth abound : faith is not found vp=- 
ontheearth . There isaripeneſle of ſfinne, Apoc14 
and what canbec expeRed but an harueſt, 

that the Angell thruſt his {]:arpe ſickle on 

the earth and cutte downe the cluſters of 

the Vineyardand caſt them into the great 

wine fatte of the wrath of God, Sinne is 

not now Teccaium hibitans, but regnans, 

not making his abode with vs, but raig- 

ning ouer vs it hath gotten a longer and 

larger juri{di&tion ouer the world, than Iu- 

lius Czſar had ouer the Senat, which obtai- 

ned PTerpetuam Diffaturam: An eucriaſtine 
DiRatorſhip,the ike not heaidof before. 

The finnes which now raigne are ſo gene- 

ra!l, that it may well be ſaid : Vir bonus eſt a- 

nimal rarum: He which will find a wuſt and 
vpright man vpon the earth, mult take a 

candle at noone dayes, and ſecke in the 

ruſhes as it were for a pinne or aneedle that 

5 loſt,and ſay with Diogenes : Qzxro ho- 

minem, I ſeeke aman, And which 1s more, 

they be Clamantia peccata , Crying linnes, 
&ccaule the cric of themalcendeth vp into Gen. 4X 
heauen » as did the bloud of Abell for 
vengeance againft ys, and the {oules of the 

martirs 
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martirs vnder the altar-vſury,fimony,bribe- 
ric,and contempt of the miniſters of God, 
& pride which was the firſt cauſe of the fal 
of man. The prophetDauid ſaid beati quors 
iniquitates ſunt tee, exc: Bleſſed arc they 
whoſe iniquitiesare couered, and to whom 
the Lord hath imputed no fin, but now it is 
become a pronerbe among vs, Happy is that 
child whoſe father go:th to thedenill , The 
Iewes which were accounted the extremeſt 
vſurers in the world, tooke intereſt only of 
ſtrangers,and not of their owne nation, but 
our count:imen worle” than Tewes , ſparc 
none, and which is the greateſt hypocriſte, 
no man maketh more account outwardly of 4 
them which preach againſt vſury,than doth 
the viurer,and thoſe which wil hear 3. Ser- 
mons in a day»:hinke thirty pound) intereſt 
in the hundred to be too little, And, how- 
focuer they ſceme outwarly zealous, yet 
haue they within them , that I may vſe the 
ſpeach of the apoſtle, conſcientiam cauteria- 
tam, a conſcience ſeared with an hot iron, 
and,notwithſtanding their diligence in fre- 
quenting ſermons, and reading the Scrip- 
turesthey forget what is written there,that  }F 
it ſhallbe harder forany rich man to enter # 
into the kingdome of heauen,than it ſhalbe | 
tor F, 
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for a camiell to patle through the cieof a |, _. 

__nieedle,but,thatno vſurer-ſhall dwell inthe 'J 
Lords tabernacle,nor reſt vpo his holy hill; Pſal.r5 

Willram Rufus,onceking vf Englandoisno- 

ted forpride,which pride inreſpeR oftheſe 

dayes were great humilitie, His chamber- 

laine brought him m\the morning a newe 

pair of breeches, the beft that could be gor- 

temthe pricewasfoure ſhillings. The king 

ſwore-no ſmall oath, thathe would haue a 

paire-which ſhould coſthim a marke in fil- 

uer:no breeches were thEof ſo high aprice, 

the chamberlaine toſatsfic the kings mind, 

bong a wotrle pn ow = frit, _ | 

ming that they coſt amarke,'T mai 

Rafmbere ws a pair of breeches fork ting. 

Four ſhillings the ſufficed fora pair of bree= 

ches for a king, but I feare ſhortly it will be 

a prouerbe : 500.poundsfor a paire of pan- 

taples for a ſubie&,Euery man can bee con- | 4 

tent to goe in ſoft rayment,as they doe/in 5%<< 18 

the courts of princes, & to be elothed with 

purple,as was the rich glutfon which is bu- 

ried in hell, eucry man cantake delight 1n 

the Babilonian garmet, whicl1is frameg ac- 

cording to the faſhis of this workd-but few ' - - 

will put on the wedding garment, whichis Mar,zy 

charitic,and a good conſcience; men will be 3 
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| Of the ſecond 
_ clothed like women, and women like men, 
-notregarding the. curſe denounced of the: 
Deu Lord.But as for the girdle oftruth,the breſt 
| Ephc.6 plateof rightcouſnefle, the ſhield of faith, 
E the helmet of ſaluation, the Gyorde of the- | 
ſpirit, and the ſhoocs of peace ; they are, | 
layde aſide as olde ſhooes ; and neuer come: 
within our Wardrops. You will not bee | 
Plal.4! clothed as the kings dwghter which yo” 

| rious within , but like painted ſepulcbres | 
which are faire without,and within are full - | 

ofdead mens bones. | | 
. Offices are commonly ſolde, and there- 
fore it 1s no maruaile though the officers | 


be corrupt, Whoſceuer can bee entertay- 
nedin the ſeruice of a noble man, is in re= 
putation for his maiſters ſake, be he never 
ſo baſe; but the miniſters of Gods worde, | 
which: ſerue the king of kings and Lord of 
Lords, whoſe feruice is perfc& freedome, | 
in whole houle it is better tobee a doore | 
keeper,than to dwell in the tabernacles of | 
Princes , cuen him whome all cther kings | 
andlords ought to ſerue , are deſpiſed for | 
#3 their ſeruice ſake, be they neuer ſo nobly 
|: Mat.rs diſcended. But T have text for them:#hoſo- — | 
3 | Tohn xo euer heareth you heareth me;and mhoſoeuer de- # 
! | Tukerz ſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and hee that deſpiſeth 
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 commingof Chriſt, | 
me,deſþiſeth him that ſent me , Our Sauiour 
; Chriit tolde his Apoltles that they ſhould 
be hated of all men for his ſake, and at that 
time it was no great marvaile, becauſe they 
| lived among Iewes and infidels ; but nowe 
| we arc in maner hated of chriſtians, & moſt 
ofal ofthem which make the greateſt ſhew 
of zeale,and profeſsion of religion , and are 
the greateſt frequenters of ſermons, They 
| are as cruell as Pharao of Egypt which Excd,s 
woulde compell the children of Iſrael in 
their bondage to make brickes and tyles, 


but denied them ſtraw and morter to work 


withall , ſothey call vpon vs for hoſpitali- 
tic,but detaine from vsour tithes and com- 
modities, which are as due to vs as their 
lands are to them , and wichout which it is 
as vnpolzivle to keepe hofhiralitie , as it 
was for:the Hebrues to woorke without 
{traw, I deny not, ut in fon ſort,the reue= 
nues ofthe charch are competent, but they 
are inthe hands of lay mTto maintain their 
price : we beare the name , ard they reape 
the commodity, and yet ſlar:der vs, becauſe 
we keepe not hoſpitalitie, W1i!, Rufus was 
wont to ſay » that the. Charch breade was 
ſweet bread,and Iulian the apoſtata would 


| "Po . 
rob the miniſters pretending conſcience, 
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becauſe ſo much liuing wasa burden vnto 
them, & an hinderance vnto their mimiſte= 


ric, we haue many as hungry as Wil. Rufus, 


and as conſcionable as Iulian the Apoſtata, 
vpon whom,though God doth nct preſent- 
ly ſhew tokens of his wrath as he did vpon 
them,which cauſed one tobe ſtroken with 
a dart vpon earth, and the other with an ar- 
row from heauen, yet, there is an heauic 
1dgement reſerued for them, & their dam- 
nation ſleepeth not. I beſeech youpardon 


me though I refrain not to ſpeak,for I feare. 


leaſt being ſilent, I ſhould be guilty of their 

fins, and incur the reprehenf1on of the pro- 

Pphet Dauid : hen thou ſaweſta theefe, thou 
did run with him, Salomon thougha king, 

not aſhamed to bec a preacher, ſheweth vs 

that all things haue atime.But one thing ec» 

ſpecially I note, where he ſaith : There is 4 

time to gather ſioxes,and a time tocaſi (ones 4- 

Way, The time of gathering ſtones was a 

time of deuation, and it continued in Eng- 
land about 900. yeares , and now that time 
3s ended, the time of caſting away ſtones is 

gapedafter;to ſuppres that in one age which 
was, not erected 1n many : which time , 1n 
vaine do they looke for.as long as our moſt 
gracious lady and miltreſſc,our dread ſouc- 

raine 


| _ I beſecch God,that ifit be his moſt 
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raine Queene Elzzabeth reigneth, and moſt 


bleſſed will ſhe may reigne ouer vs to the 

worlds end.But,when that time ſhall come, 

it wil be manifeſt to all the world,that ini- 

quity hath got the vpper had, that nothing 

can then be expected, but fire and brimſton 

to raine frcm heauen as it did vpon Sodom» 

or e!{c.1t wi! be high time for vs to cric: Eri2 Gen. 9, 
vent Domine Ieſu, venicito, Come Lord Teſs, *Þ9%. 22. 
come quickly. know my ſharp reprehenſion | 
doth offend them which be guiltie, but I 
conſider that I am ſent as aſheepe to hunt 

after wolues, and I know the worſt that ra- 

ucning wolues can do;they can but deuour, 

I muſt do my maiſters meſſage, andif you w4zs.;, 
regard it not, I ſhake the duſt off my feet a- Ads. : 4. 
gainſt you, and your blood bee vpon your and 8 
owne heads, Iam cleare, I feare not man 

which hath power ouer the bodie only, but 

God which is able to deſtroy both body and Marr. 10 
ſoulc in hell fire, The crying ſm of {imonie 

reigneth euery where, and patrosof bencf1- 

ces chuſe their miniſters, not as the gods 

chole their trees into their patronage for 


p good qualities : Iupitertheoke , becauſe it 


was good for building; Neptune the pine 
becaule it ſerucd to make ſhips: Apollo the 


C3 bay, 
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bay, becauſe it was greene : Hercules the 
imſclf,notwithſtading all theſe trees were 
without fruit-becauſe the god; were hono- 
rably minded, and would not Frud# honore 
vendere, ſcll promotions for commoditie : 
but as the goddefle Minerua » which choſe 
the olive tree, becauſe it was fat. At the firſt 
the patronage of benefices was committed 
to Gentlemen vpon truſt, becauſe great 
confidence was in them repoſed, but cowe 
they haue gotten it into their handsthey do 
as it was ſaid of pope Alexander: - 

Vendit Alexander claues,altaria Chriftum. 
Emerat illeprius,vendere ture poteſt, 

" They accopt the lords portion their own 
fee fimple and inhenitance,they bought the 
patronage,&therforc they wil ſell the pre- 
ſentation, ſo that they which vpo eſpeciall 
truſt repoſed inthEaboue gther mien were 
choſen patros & defenders,are become rob- 
bers & ſpoilers ofthe church. They cry out 
fora lcaracd miniſtery,wheras in deed they 
pick but quarels with vs.intending nothing 
| Jesthialcarned miniſterysfor they wil wil- 


lingly preſent noncesbut ſuch asare baſe, ig- | 


norit, & beggerly,becauſe ſuch perſons wil 
eaſily accept of benefices vp6 vnlawful c6- 


ditigs.Many painful ſtudets do carneſt lyde 


| p-———_— it was ſtreight and tall like 
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fire toenter intothe lords harueſt,but they 
cinot be {et a worke,for they know no way 
but one,to be ſet ouer a flocke , whichis in 
right, the giftofthe holy ghoſt, but by the 
ſorcery of S' Magus, whole artmagick is ſo 
common throughout the land>that there be 
few patrons which are not bewitched with 
the ſame, they haue forgot the text:he that 
raketh counſell of « ſorcerer ſpall die the death. Levi. 25 
The voice of Judas to the high prieſts, whe | 
he fold Chriſt, is comon in their mouthes, 14, , 


wil you giue,&1 wil gue youthe prefenta- 

tion, but they remeber not the anſwer of Si. 

Peter to Si. Magus, thy mony periſh with thee, , , , 
which thinkeſt,exc.T his corruptis wilbe the 

decay of al relizis, Wherfore it is now high -— 
time that Moſes afsiſt his brother Aaron. 
But haueye not hard the fable ofthe hors & 
the aſſe,which were loded togither & ready 
togotheir iourny? the afle being ouerladen 
made his mone tothe horſe that he would 
eaſc him,but was neiedatby the horſe that 
caried the lighter buxds: the Ale tired & 
died by the waytwherups the husbandman 
laid the dead aſſes pack vp6 the horgfo that - 
wheras before he bore but 1.burde, he was 
conſtraind ta cary 2,6 when his backe was 
broken, hee could but lament his miſerie, 
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The horſe betokeneth the nobility, becauſe 
he is fit for warre, and is generoſum animal, a 
noble beaſt, The fily aſle becauſe he is ſim- 

le , fit by nature to beare heany burdens, 
Ln , kicked, & ſpurned at by euery one, 
doth repreſent the cleargie, which are ſore 
loaded with {lauders and manifeſt wrongs, 
being ſtrooken on the right cheeke turne 
the left,being robbed of their cote, giue al» 
ſo their cloke, being curſed, they bleſſe, re- 
viled, reuile not againe,I need nottell you 
the morall of this fable, for Yerbum ſapients 
dictum ſat eſt, Aword ſpoken toa wiſe man 
will (ſuffice, 

Ye hauc heard how the ſonne of man ſtan- 
 deth knocking at your doores,and that now 
it is not an houre tohis comming to iudge- 
ment, and come he will ſuddenly when he 


i1snot looked for, What then?Shull the foo- 


liſh virgins ſlamber in the darke while the 
bridegroom paſleth by?Shal Sampſon ſnort 
in Dablacs lap inthe middeſt of the Phili- 
ſtins ? Shall the diſciples ſuffer Chriſt to 
» Nleep while the ſhip is couered with waues? 
ſhal the couetous man enlarge his barnes & 
fay to his ſoule take thy reſt for many years, 
whereas that night his ſoule ſhall be taken 
fiamhim? ſhall Loth build ſtately towers 
: in 
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in Sodom being warned by the Angell to 
depart thence with ſpeed, becauſe it ſhalbe 
deſtroyed with brimſtone from heagen? 
why then doe we purchaſe lands, as if wee 
would divell alone,and lay vp money as if 


we would le alonevpon the earthtwhy do. 


we ere ſuch loftie buildings, the ground- 
worke whereof is laid of ſbrife and diſcord, 
the morter whereof is tempered with the 
tears of widowes, the windowes beautificd 


with the ſpoile of Orphanes, the beams and 


"ſupporters, of the fal of good yeome? Why 


) 


do we ſay(with the Idumeis)of gods houſe, 
Downe With it , dorwne with it,tothe ground. 
Raſe it vp,raſe it vp tothe pauement,and raiſe 
our own houſesas high as the wals of Troy, 
or rather,ifit might be, as the tower of Ba- 
bel? ſeeing that we cannnt inioy them lon- 
ger than af Houre. Galen maketh mention 
ofa melancholy man, which reading in po- 


ets, how Atlas ſupported heauen with his 
ſhoulders, receiued fo deepe an impreſsion 


of the ſame in his mind,that he was in a bo. 


dily feare leaſt Atlas ſhould faint, and let 


heauen fall vponour heads. And, ſhall we 
which be Chriſtians lue in ſuch carnall ſe- 
curity,that when we ſee,asit were with our 
cics, and heare davly with our cares, that 

| heauen 


Pal, 137 
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Of the ſeeond 
heauen cracketh, haue fo little feeling as to 
think heaue would ſtand for cucr? let vs ra- 
ther with Noah enter into the arke , let vs 
with Lot, depart ſpeedily out of Sodom, & 
that as Lot himſelf did, which wet forward, 


not as his wife which looked backe,and was 


tarncd into a pillar of falt, let vs with Eze- 
chias prepare our ſcluesto die, and bid the 
world adue. Let vsas Chnſt willeth vs gird 
yp ourloines,haue our lamps lighted in our 
hands, that we may be ready to meete the 
bride.Let vs rather folow the example offir 
Tho, More, of whom it is ſaid,that being of- 
fereda petition by a woman,as hee went to 
his execution » aunſwered : Woman , Iam 
now going about the kings buſines, I hauc 
no leylure to read petitions;than of Richard 
the third in Boſworth field, who being him 
ſelfe as a deadman , prepared to execute 
the L. Standlies ſon, his friends told him, 1t 
was not then any time to do execution, but 
high time to looke to himſelfe. I with that 
the great Polititians and Wizards of this 
 world,who intend as mich facriledge as he 
did murther, would begin to be as wiſe ta- 
wards God, as they are towards the world, 
and at the laſt conſider, that it is nowe no 
time to comit ſacriledge,but it is high ae 

or 
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Comming of Chriſt. | 
for them to think on their owne falnation. 
S. Peter puttcth them in mirid of two god- 
ly meditatjons far more fit for theſe times, 
and moſt profitable for the health of their 
ſoules, Frit, ſaith he, Seeing «thoſe things 
my} be diſſolued, what maxer of perſons ought 
voutobe in holy conuerſation an tbo. 
king for, ex haſining to the comming of the day 
of Gad, by the which the heauens being on fire 
muſtbe diſſolued , andthe elements ſhall melt 
with heat? Secondly, we muſt looke for a new 
heaucen and a newe earth,according to his pro- 
mſe,wherein rightcouſnes doth dwel:land ſee- 
ing that wee looke for ſuch things,*wee muſtbee 
diligent,that we may bee found without ſpot or 
blameleſſe. 

Somewhat remaineth to be ſpoken ofthe 
ſecond part, which is,of the coming of An- 
tichrilt, whoſe coming the Apoltle taketh 
for a molt ſure ground to prooue that it is 
the end of the world, where hee ſaith : Yee 
baue heard that Antichriſt ſhal come:euen now 
there aremany Antichriſts, whereby wee knowe 
that it is the laft houre. Inmy diſcourte ot 
the comming of Antichriſt, firſt, becauſe 
that name hath many ſignifications. T-witl 
by foure diſtinftions oh away the Muyþ1- 
guitix of the word. Second!ys mh 

waoat 
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Of the ſecond 

what Antichriſt is. ThirdlyJI willdeſcend 
to particulers,to diſcouer vato you that mi 
off1nne, and to point out whois that Anti- 
chriſt whom the Apoſtle meaneth in this 
place-which ſhalbe a ſufficiet proof againſt 
our countrime of Rhemes, that his coming 
1s not now to be expeRed, but that he was 
$OO.yeares ſince reueled to vs.Such as haue 
learned the rudiments of Grammer,are not 
zenorant, that this propoſition «, ſignifi- 
eth theſe things: likeneſſe and equalitie, in 
which ſenſe noman can be Antichriſt, be- 
cauſe no man can be like him, or equal with 
him : any one which is in the place & ſtecd 
of another,according to with benifcation 
the pope falſly taketh vpon him that he is 
Antichriſt,which is, Chriſts deputie,or vi- 
car generall ouer his Church : contrarietie, 
and ſocuery one is Antichriſt, which is an 
aduerſarie vnto Chriſt, & of this Antichriſt 
only the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, which maintai. 
nech doctrine contrary to that which our ſa- 
uiour Chriſt hath taught, and therfore is an 
aduerlarie vnto him. Andthis Antichriſt 
which is Chriſts aduerſary, is takEtwo ma- 
ner of wayes in the ſcriptures,as Saint Iohn 
hath diſtinguiſhed in this place, either ge- 
nerally for any aduerſary of the truth, or 
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Comming of Chriſt, | 

more eſpecially for ſuch an enemy as is ca- 
ital, &notorious aboue the reſt.For,where 

bi faith, Exen now there are many Antichriſt» 

he ſpeaketh not ofany one perſon,er ſtate, 

or ſucceſ5ion,or kingdome, aboue the reſt, 

but generally ofall, which oppoſe theſclues 

againſt any point of Chriſts dofrine, But, 

where he faith: Ye haue heard that Antichriſt 

ſhal come,he ſpeaketh a7 ite, of one which 

is eminent, and notoriouſly oppoſeth him- 

ſelfe,not in one point,but in the chief que- 

ſtions of Chriſtian religion. 
Againe, this famous and notorious Anti- | 

chriſt,is either political,or eccleſiaſtical, for _ St: 

the old empire of Rome vnder the heath, , _ ! 

which Iohn calleth a beaſt with ſeus heads py gd Y 

and ten hornes, is the politicall Antichriſt, 

which flouriſhed in the Apoſtles time , of 

which he ſaid:he is now alreadie in the world, 

but the eccleſiaſticall Antichriſt, which is 

called by 3. names, as the beaſt aſceding out 

of the earth with 2. horns, &,the harlot ſit- 

ting vpon the firſt beaſt, and the beaſt that 

was, & js not»is the eitht,& is one of the ſe- 

ucn,which 3 .names ſignific one thingzthat 


giogthe ſtate of Popes raigning 1n the place 


of the Emperors (fo:,that is to ſit vpon the 
beaſt with ſeuen heads)and they are calleda 
bealt 


by 
* 
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Of the ſecond 
beaſt for their crucltie > a woman for their 
pride,an harlot for their idolatrie, which is 
{pirituall fornication, And this Ecclefiaſti- | 
call Antichriſt is taken alſo two manner of 
waies Ly S.Paule, either properly, or figu- 
ratiuely , properly for an whole bodie , Or 
kingdome, or ſtate, which is oppoſite to 
Chriſt, where he ſaith : There muſt come 4 
departure or a reuoltment firſt, and, the miſte- 
Tic of mniquitie doth alreadie worke, In which 
words he ſpeaketh of a generall Apoſtacie 
from ſound religion. For,in Divinitie con- 
trary to the rules of Logick, indefinite pro- 
politions in matter contingent, are almoſt 
vniuerſall, not to bee vnde: {toode of fome 
few,but cither ofall, or elſe of the greateſt 
part, as for cxample : Iniquitieſpall abound, 
charitieſhall Wwaxe cold faith ſhalnot be found 
Vpon the earth; not the 1niquitie, or faith, 
or charity of a few, 18 to be vnaderftood, but 
almoſt of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
Againe, Withthe Whore haue commi:ted for- ; 
nication the inhabitants of the earth,the pro- 
poſition is indefinite , yet generally tobee 
wnderſ{toode, for ſc it is He in the | 
Chapter following: All nations haue drunk. 4 
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
But, where he ſaith: fn aduerſarie that ex- 
«lteth 
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elteth himſelfe aboue «ll _ is &7 2 God, and 
ſuteth as poll in the temple o; thefigure 
conechilnkes he ages. ;L. bs head and 
prince of that Apoſtacic and reuoltment 
from Chriſt : Wherfore, Antichriſt is to be 
vaderſtoode inthis placciin the firſt dwi- 


fromaccording to the third ſignification,on- 


ly for him that is oppoſed againſt Chriſt, 
and an aduerſarie vnto his truth, not cuerie 
adnerſarie,but one more ſingular and noto- 
riousthan the reſt,not politicall, but Eccle- 
ſialticall,not inthe proper ſignification, for 
the whole bodic or kingdome, but by a Sy- 
nechdoche,for the head &prince of that An- 
tichriſtian Apoſtacie and rebellion. 
Hauing by diſtin&ions vnfolded vnto you 
the ambiguitie of this name Antichriſt, 
and ſhewed howe it is to be vnderſteod in 
this place, Idefine him in this maner: An- 
tichriſt is a ſucceſsion of Biſhops,diſciphe- 
red out by certaine notes and marks in the 
holy Scriptures, which profeſsing the name 
of Chriſt, doe oppoſe themſelues agaynſt 
him in many choke points of Chriſtian re- 
lig1on. That he is not one particular man 
t an whole ſucceſsion of many men , I 
rooue by theſe two reaſons: firſt, it was 
propbecied that Antichriſt that purple 
harlots 
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Mt Ofdeſrend.- : 
"WY harlot, ſhould makedrunke with the wine 
Sa of her formicati6,al the yationsof the eargh 
I And that Antichriſt;thattwo horiicdbeatt. 
SApor, i; ſhould: gme life to the Image of the beaſt 
# which was deſtraitd; that is, he ſhould re- 
ſtore the decaied ſtate of the Roman Em-: 
pireoby ſetting vp new Emperours in the: 
Weltawhichin reſpe& ofthe former Em-' 
perors are but Images, and very ſhadowes: : 
_ thathie ſhould m— peoples & king-. 
dorms fubie& vnto himſclt.But theſe things: 
could not bee brought to paſſe in one mans 
age, therefore Antichriſt .is not one man, 
buta ſucceſsion of many. ,Secondly,noone: 
Methufalemcould liue from the Apoſtles: 
-: . timevntotheend ofthe world, but Anti- 
5 chriſt is deſcribed in the Sciptures to bee: 
4 ſuch a one as multlive trom the Apoſtles 
tine vntill the end of the wor!ld,asitis cui- 
dent by S.Paul.For, of his beginning, hee 
# faith » The miſterte of iniquitie doth alreadie 
| Thel.2, 2 Worke,ſo that albeit he was not then reuca- 
led-becauſe that ſame » za» that obſtacle: 
or hinderance, which was the Roman Em- 
perour, was not then remoued from Rome 


FA - to Coltantinople, that he might giue Place 
As fo 
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+ $5 tothe Pope, the time was notaccom 
# *Y* dbedwhenthe head of iniquitie ſhould be. 
J NI I joyned 
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otengng, But, the 

nn is in Word and the | prea- 
fthe Goſpel. | 

ho 4rd pheteſſe, foretold that he 
| Pr oe with linnen;and paper 

Gu ) is made of rags of linnen, and 

Goſpe , is written in and this 

| Copel ni opp ebiitheis | 

TL 00 aboliſhed; buthythepre- -; Br 
| ſence of Chriſt Theteforche is | 
[ not one nian, bit anwhole ſuccefiion. The | 
DA PRotF WINIER againft vsout of 
this very text, where faiths Show that | 


Antichriſt, to proue that he is bur. keg, 


. - ticularman; andnot a ſucreſiion; B 
| F this article ;; ſhould* fone cminetia 
| one',' and demonſltate ſonie ne 11a) 
\ 
\ 
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But I will ſhew by twou 


hy jos ment doth not foll6w,1 
Hot: alwayes dermorif: 
ſedthree maner of wiyesin 
, you ether or beRy no 


monſtrattelyto pointirone part ar 


RO Oftheſwad | 
emphatically,as in this-place; or'idlely, and 
tono purpole» as it is. often and in: enery 

Z page of the Greeke text, Leroneexample 

| 2.10kn,3 amons.athouſande.fulfiec, i *wiirh{ dau? y 

, = ix T# 01ds (he HE 76 ger y 

uell not any one inparticular,but euery oc — | 

ina gencralitie } <4 ur Secondly if it | 
were granted, (as it is denied)that thisarti- 
cle doth neceſſarily import ſome one-ſpeci-- 
al man,according tothe Grammatical ſenſe, 
yet dothit not follow, that one man there- 


fore wereto be vnderſtood becauſe it is the | 
maner of the ſcriptures to ſpeake of whole | 


k D:o ſuccelsions as if it were but of one. Danicl | 
pO deſcribeth three Monarchics,cuery one c6- 
teining diverſe ſucceſiions of king, by the " 
namexofthree bealtsthe Empire ofthe Ba- 
bylonians.by anc Lion,of the Perſians by 
one Beare,of the Macedonians by one Leo- 
pardhe ſpeaketh of many asifhe ſpake but 
of one : wherefore, alchough:his maner of | 
ſpeaking umportarh butong , not ore> but | 
manyaretobe vaderſtood,.*._ |, 

. That Antichriſt-is a ſucceGion of Bi- | 
; ſhops not of Turkes or Dpgait Of ſecular 
* 4, Thcſz, Princes» it is plaing out of the text, he;mut. 

| ſit in the Templeof God , not.intbe material 

tcwple of Salomon, which is-now n0;morel, 
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| your eond + -\ 
about nine hundre yeeres , is that Amti« 
_ chriſt hichiemtioned inthe holy ſerip- 
| _ papa con forms; 

wi no _ 
thornticof | , 
endly ferdown Mi the inificries oft rows: 
ation. As forthe Fathers, though far lear- 
nedder tharvany which lius ini! our dayes, 


can indgomes are differernone from 23 
eno-certaittie can bee herted 
out po frheir  wtitings,neither y: 
taine to/anic certaine kno 


for 46 mths Abtichtiſt Tg "= 


"= 1 degree) come to 


but 
athfid 


there caumatbea more euidert demoſtra- 
tiontharfthis : wee ſee it alreadie:comic to 


paſſt;; tharalt the: Ppephetics-concernin 
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dbbtaken away 


; which wasthe | 
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pn Ak fro Rometthe:menerhow he | 
thould eſtabtif his kingdl by fignes 4nd 
deluſions of Satan ex Lying wonders.But that 
the Biſhops of Rometike vrlbetherh tobe 
eods;and which is more, taketo themſclies 
authoritic aboye'God, jtappearech bythe F 
Laterane Counſet-holdewvnder Leothe 
eB » Wherein thus i pri In Ppt | 

4 ownes es tap! Ca 

Dnemrnhe; ages ie power'is aboue all | 
powers both in traten Lo earth. Thathe 
litteth ww the Eemple of Gody it canot'be | 
var his earis Rome: TheRho2 


_—_— OI wry : it were 
noymarerheremp fe of Gud+buta plaresf 
idolatr: ry Seabormnation;and any laſic® 
thue chavedmyle may be buifded -againe;let 7 
.:' him- call-to remembrance Now! the T6 
once obtained leave of Iulian the'Apoſtaea | 
to reedrfic it, þut God:ſhewed'manifelÞ \ | 
| 
| 


ſignes | 


conmulnghf Chi. 


ofhic Kerns which canſGd the } 
d be ſhake a ſunder- with: rg oy 
$ and thatwhich' was bailded* * © 77" b 


'; tobee burnt vp with lighthing 
Fare x br by night, Wherefotethe tem- 
plewhich is the ſeareof Antichriſt is ſpiri- 
tually-to bevnderſtood. at alſoiby reaſon of 

| theavordes which goe-before, wherchee 

1 pars of at Apoſtacie and revoltmenc. 
ve reh1gion \,. which could not beo a- 

among the Tewes, a whoame true relj- 

_ woes, + ok was not, anidnow'is not profeſ- | ; 
| ed;ſo that Antichriſt Greethin thechurch, 

and indeede hee hath clioſenithat' Shurch 

\ for his "feate » which was then 
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through the wholewotlde. ' Andowhich'is 
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- Popesincroched vpon 
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hefhal teach you al tructh:the Fatherſ [Hgtne 
you 4 Comforter which ſhal abide with you for 
ever, As forthe time of his reuelation;, hee 
was then to be. revealed , when the hinde- 
rance whs taken away» which: hinderance 
was the abode of the. Emperours at Rome, 

which the Apoſtle ſpared fo exprefle in 
writing for theſe two reaſons : firſt,becauſe 
he made it ſufficiently. knowen a roared 
mouth'ynto the faichitul ; y»becauſc 
It might haue bio d 


buſi-bodies ac of ſtate. But the hin- 
derance was the Romane Emperors, which 
were firſt todepart from-Rome, and giue 


place to the Popes, becauſe both Emperors 


and Popescould notreignetogither iione 
city, And that hinderance mas ans _ 
long fince,, when: Conflantine- the 
tranſlatet{ bis imperiaUTeare to.Co 
poplke; wg: indowedtlicPopes re gr ""Y 
tic of Rome,and a greatpartbf Italy bing 

about it. The emperours they being farre 
off, and by reaſon of continual! warres with 
Saracensand cnimics inthe Eaſt;notable to, 
maintaine their own —— the Welt; the \ 
mtoo fatre,, and * 


viurped | 
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thirdobtained neck vaiuerſal Biſhops 


Lib. 4.c- 
which was 900. iſ onde 16.50. 


fouriſhedinkii 
time, the: other Eoclefiaſticall, which-was 
notthendifcloſed, taifnow reigneth ,- =_ 
begannehis dominiou when the: | 

- ! Antichriſt was taken away- The Political 

Y Antichriſthe deſcribeth inchis maner By 


the 
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waviapue imperlj, | 


mpire, He calieth it abea 


le of Daviel, which aalkd 4:, 
ure beaſts.” | 


-This beaſt hatkithe ſhape of aBeare, a | 
copard, and a:Lion, /becaule it- conſiſted: 
of three oe of the Perfians 
Mactdonians, and; Babilenians. before dc+ | 
ftroyed,:whi theſe three beaſts were 
repreſented. T hrs bealt had ten hornes,and 
ſeuetrheads : the ten hornes arc interpreted 
- inthe {cuentecnth chapter: to be tenkings 
or o—_ » into which the old Empire 
wastobec digided after rhe decay thereof, 
which afterward cameto paſle: the number 
ofterywhich is cettaine, beeingvicd for an 
vacenaine number,actording to the mancr 
of the Scri ptures. [The fſeyenhecads, chap, | 
terſeuentcene, are interpreted. tobe ſcten | 
hils; and ſeucn kings or orders of ſupreme. | 
Gouernours, But Reme hath ſcucn heades, 
whether you take them. forhils. ox Kings, 
The hils which itwas: builded vppan, are 
theſe, Capitolinus,':Palatinus, Auentinus, 
Celis; Exquilimiss Vuminalis, Quirinalis. 
Theordersof Gonernours by whomit was f © 
ruledat ſeucralUtiniesby reaſog of alterati- * \ P 
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Like Sek  porropicne] 
Ronda written. in. Hebrue - characters; 
maleth che fame numbers ; for Reſsſignii- / 
cth 200-ax it did befoze, Memi40: Gietin. 
70. Nun. 50. an 6. Schin; 300>which 
make 666, LikewiſeginGreekethi this name 
Fi (which alfo is the name of the'Bi4 
ſhops of Rome) by.addipg . to*.,accarding; 
to-the maner of the Greeks, in ſuch. names 
as are. made Greeke, as Zwyupen', for. Co ſ4- 
re , Neqdwayes for Nepthalim, ſignifieth 
Zo. « I. + Z3QQ.s To 8 If;.1 FQs« 0 7 Os 0 :200 
which make 666,. Laſly,;concerning.che 
place wheze this Eccleſialticall Anti chiaſt 
doth'reign,that ſame beaſt withitwg hozmy, 
Whichis called the- Whotr;Apo, I7(which 
whorein.the ſapye. my ace » Loo repo 
Nba the cath ) ths vpon A 
with ſenep heads and tenhorhes,whic n the beaſt 
prelenteth the Empire.of Ramgwnd vrdeethe 
old Emperocs : whereipit' iswavifelt, that , 
the Ecc ſiaſtical Antichriſtſucceedeth tho, - 
7 I OS | politicall 


1stocxalt the 
States have ſect yp Emp! 
which is, te.giue lifetothe image of the 
beaſt, Finally no-States beare ſway in a 
Citic builded vpon ſeucn hils , which Ci- 
tic reigneth ouer the Kings of the carths 
but they, ThefefereLtnay ſafely make this 
concluſion : The fucceſtion ofthe Biſhops 


of Rome, which hath becne fance Boniface 
.the third, and continued theſe mne hun- 
dred yeares, is that Antichriſt which Saint 
John ſpeaketh of inthis place. Wherefore, 
; | - . _ ſeeingthecommingof Antichniſt;isan ar- 
z Qgumentof the latter endofthe world, _ 
= _ this 


